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UNITED NATIONS, 
N.Y., May 11— U.N. Secre- 
tary General U Thant 
warned today that the ini-, 
tial phase of World War III 
may already have started in 
Vietnam. He left no doubt 
that, he , principally blames 
the United States. 

Continuation of the Vietnam 
conflict will make a direct con- 
frontation between the United 
States and Communist China 
“inevitable,” he told a lunch- 
eon meeting of the United Na- 
tions’ Correspondents Associa- 
The tsh trial dcfor.se o&cfc 
between Moscow and Peking 
is still in force, he added. 

Thant said his most recent 
proposals of March 1 begin- 
ning with a general standstill 
truce are “no longer under 
, consideration” because “nei- 
ther side has fully and un- 
conditionally accepted them.” 
This contradicted the U.S. 
announcement, that it had ac- 
cepted the plan. In a state- 
ment issued after Thant’s re- 
marks, Ambassador Arthur J. 
Goldberg said the .American 
answer was “forthcoming and 
affirmative.” 

Goldberg continued: “A com- 
parison of the tone and con- 
tent of our reply with that of 
North Vietnam would be en- 
lightening. Judging from pub- 
lic radio dispatches of Hanoi! 
its response wasnegatlyb and- 
constituted a rejection of the 
Secretary General’s proposal.” 

_ Thant reiterated his convic- 
tion that only an unconditional 
stop to the American bombing 
of North Vietnam would 
create conditions for meaning- 
ful peace talks. The bombing 
has had “no effect either in 
I stopping infiltration or reduc- 


ing infiltration,” he ■’ asserted, 
adding that, it -only stiffens at- 
titudes in Hanoi. 

At the same time ‘Thant .ac- 
knowledged that he had no au- 
thorization from Hanoi , for : his 
repeated prediction that a 
bombing halt would be’ fol- 
lowed by talks within a - few 
weeks. 

In his reply Goldberg said 
the U.S. shares Thant’s desire 
for a peaceful settlement but 
not his “current assessment of 
the situation in Vietnam.” 

Goldberg repeated the 
American offer of Sept. 22, 
1966, to take the first step and 
order a cessation of all 
bombing of North Vietnam 
“the moment we are assured 
privately or otherwise that 
this step will be answered 
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promptly by a corresponding 
and appropriate de-escalation 
on the other side.” 

At no time in Thant’s hour- 
long commentary response to 
questions did he criticize 
North Vietnam’s actions in the 
South or indicate that Pres- 
ident . Johnson may have exer- 
cised restraint against de- 
mands for more intensive 
bombing. Instead, his frustra- 
tions at American escalation 
appeared to boil over. 

“The fact that the Demo- 
cratic Republic of North Viet- 
nam, a developing nation, is 
continuing to withstand the 
pressure of an enormously su- 
perior power has been and 
still is the essential factor 
which has prevented an en- 
largemnt of the conflict be- 
yond the frontiers of Viet- 
nam,” he asserted. 

Thant’s Replies 

In answer to questions 
Thant also: 

* Said that North Vietnam 
has not been willing to talk 
with the United States since 
American bombing began on 
Feb. 7, 1985. He declined to 
comment on the apparent con- 


tradiction between this state- 
ment and reports that Hanoi 
had not made a halt to the 
bombing a condition of its 
agreement, later withdrawn, to 
talk secretly with U.S. repre- 
sentatives in Warsaw last De- 
cember. 

It would not be in the pub- 
lic interest to disclose details 
of the negotiations about the 
talks in Warsaw, he explained. 

s Observed that he agrees 
“to a large degree” with the 
approach of the Rev. Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. to the 
problem of Vietnam, “without 
the slightest intention of pok- 
ing my nose into the affairs of 
a member-state.” 

- • Urged an extension of the 
prospective May 23 truce in 
Vietnam on Buddha’s birthday 
as conducive to peace talks 
but said the responses so far 
have not been very encourag- 
ing. 

® Said he could see no way 
in which the United Nations 
can be “effectively involved” 
in ‘settling the Vietnam con- 
flict. 

In comparing the Vietnam 
conflict to the beginning of 


Word Wars I and II, Thant 
said that the psychological cli- 
mate is similar today. He is 
“really concerned,” he added, 
because he knows “the moods, 
not only of the principal par- 
ties, but also of some of those 
not in” the war at this time. 

Yet, he asserted, since the 
Jan. 28 interview given by 
North Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Ngygen Duy Trinh, 
and more recently, Hanoi has 
emphasized that if American 
bombing were halted there 
could be talks. 

“It may be assumed that 
this was taken with the full 
knowledge of the positions” of 
North Vietnam’s allies- Thant 
explained, “and I regard this 
as a very important devel- 
opment.” 

Thant appealed for use of 
“all the processes for peaceful 
settlement” envisaged in the 
1954 Geneva agreements 
which “were probably one of 
the most important achieve- 
ments in the field of interna- 
tional relations since, the end 
of World War II.” 

A return to the spirit of 
these agreements, he added, 
would open the way “for new, 


imaginative and constructive 
steps towards peace.” 

Goldberg said the United 


States is prepared to engage 
in talks making use of the Ge- 
neva framework. 



